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SIR, 


A F I thought, in the whole Univerſe, there 
_y was a Man that knew how to apply ſome 
of the following CharaQers better than 
you do, I would uſe my utmoſt Endea- 
vvour to find him out, and make him a 
SC Preſent of them. But as ſuch an Enquiry 
would be but downright Madneſs, while you live, and 
manage the publick Affairs, every Man of Senſe will 
think I act prudently, in ſparing my ſelf the Pains of ſo 
unnecefſary a Search, and approve my Judgment, in de- 
firing your Patronage of a Piece, about which I have 
ſpent a few Hours with a great deal of Satisfaction. 
The Want of Employment has very often put Men 
upon fuch Amuſements, to paſs away their Time, and 
keep themſelves out of Idleneſs, as have afterwards turn- 
ed to the Advantage of their Country: This is what [ 
always had in View in every thing I publiſh'd, and hope 
that the following Paraphraſe on Part of the Tenth Book 
of the Adventures of I ELEMACHUS, will be altogether 
2s well received by Great Britain, as ſome of my other 
Performances have been, eſpecially ſince it is expreſſly in- 
tended as an Introduction to an Enquiry into the Con- 
duct of a certain Miniſter of State, who has made a 
mighty Buſtle in the World. Not, Sir, that I aſpire to 
the Reputation of an Author; I only aim at giving ſuch 
Hints as I think may be improved to the Service of 
the Nation: And were I not fully perſyaded, that the 
following Piece, and the Things it is deſigned to intro- 
duce, will have very uſeful and important Conſequences, 
| neither would venture to expoſe it in publick, nor, o 
Al Men living, make you the Patron of it, 5 
he | 7 For 
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For how uſeful ſoever the Obſervations I have made 
abroad may be BD Great Britain, I know very well, that 
it would be ridiculous in me to expect to pleaſe you by 
publiſhing them, or even by any thing elſe that I can do 
for her Service, Neyertheleſs, I ſhall always go on in 
what Ithink is my Duty; and in doing ſo, ſhew the World, 
that I neither flatter you, in Order to patch up old Quar- 
rels, nor expect any Gratification, for ſingling you out, 
from amongſt all the Miniſters of Europe, to make fo 
extraordinary a Preſent to. 5 

As you certainly poſſeſs a great many Qualities, which 
not only diſtinguiſh you from the Bulk of Mank ind, but, 
I may ſay, without Partiality, even from all your Fellow- 
ſabje&ts, not one excepted, your Modeſty is none of the leſs 
common Topicks of Converſation. [being then ſo uni- 
verſally talk'd of, I ſtand in no dread of your Indignation, 
for not bringing Incenſe in my Hand, and mingling with 
the Crowd of your Petitioners and Clients, You fee al- 
ready, Sir, that I don't intend to addreſs you in the Stile 
and Fuſtian of the Rank of common Dedicators; I come 
like aplain downright Briton, to preſent you with the 
Character of an Ambitions, Corrupt, Wicked Miniſter, be- 
cauſe you are a Migbiy Minifter your ſelf: In . it 
which 1 don't doubt but you will do, with. your uſual 
Temper and Moderation, and with as great an Eye to the 
Intereſt of your Country, and the Honour of your Sove- 
reign, as you have had in every Part of your Condud, 
Jou may, perhaps find Circumſtances enough in it to lead 
= to the Knowledge of the Original, or at leaſt of a 

an very like him. | 0 

In this Dedication, I aſcribe no Quality to you which 
you do not poſſeſs ; I enter into no Genealogical Ac- 
count of the Antiquity of your Family, and Atchieve- 
ments of your Anceltors; I make uſe of no indiret 
Means to infinuate to Great Britain, that ſhe enjoys no 
Bleſſing or Advantage, but what flows directly thro' the 
Canal of your Adminiſtration; nor even breathes but 
by your Pains and Vigilance for her Safety: Theſe things 
I know you abhor to hear, as much as you do all fulſum 
Panegyricks on your Generoſity, in neglecting your own 
private Intereſt, and poſtponing it to the Good of the 
Poblick, as well as all extravagant Hyperbole's on your 
Abilities in the Art of Governing, and the Depth of your 
Politicks, in keeping ſeveral foreign Courts in Depend- 
115 To keep myſelf entirely within the Probable, — 
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not to launch out into the Marvellous, I laviſh away no 
Rhetorick, either on your perſonal Cara ſhewn tq 
your Enemies, or your Humility to your Inferiors, or 
our Beneyolence to Mankind in general, or your Con- 


ments concerning the Intereſt of the Nation; or, where 


you ſhine moſt, your Juſtice and Impartiality, in-adyan- 
cing worthy qualified Men to publick Employments, 
inſtead of your own zumeriting Relations, All theſe 
copious S ubjects of Oratory I purpoſely omit, as bein 
controverted Points, which more properly fall under t 
Cognizance of Great Britain, whoſe future Happineſs, 
or Miſery, whoſe Liberty or Slayery, ſeems now to de- 
pend entirely upon the Events which are to be expected 
from a Conduct that has drawn the Eyes of all Europe 
upon it, and is become the Wonder and Surprize of all 
Men of common Senſe. | 


By this Method, I may, perhaps, paſs for a very un- 


polite Dedicator, in the Opinion 'of a certain Sett of 
People; but to make me amends for ſuch a Misfortune, 
| know I ſhall be look'd upon by every body, your ſelf 


not even excepted, to be a very ſincere, impartial, fear- 


leſs one, and, upon that Account, I promiſe myſelf as 
many Readers as there are Well-wiſhers to their Country. 
You cannot but be ſenſible Sir, that there is no Cha- 


rater in Life, in which a free People are ſo much in- 


tereſted, as in that of a Miniſter of State, fince their very 
Fate, in a great-Meaſure, depends upon his Probity, or 
his Corruption: There is no Character ſo amiable, nor 
yet one ſo deteſtable, juſt according to the Uſe he makes 
of his Power. A Miniſter is certainly the moſt impor- 


tant Man in a Nation, becauſe he is chief Counſellor to 


his Sovereign, and but too often his Oracle. Accordin 
to the Influence he has over his Maſter, he difpoſes of th 
Hopes, the ExpeQations, the Properties, the Liberties, 
and even the Lives of Millions of ſometimes much bet- 
ter Men than himſelf. If he is a juſt, vigilant, able 
Stateſman, no Praiſes, no Thanks, no Rewards can be 
ſufficient for the Pains he muſt neceſſarily be at, and the 
honeſt Services he daily renders to his Country, becauſe 
de has ſo many ſtrong Temptations to act otherwiſe. 
But if he is corrupt, mercenary, avaricious, or ignorant 
in his Buſineſs, there ought to be no Medium, no Mer- 
ey in his Puniſhment; the greateſt a Nation can inflict up- 
pn him is by much too ſinall for his Crimes, His Igno- 
7 | | V rang 
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tance may be as deſtruQive as his Perfidiouſneſs, and the 
latter in Proportion to the Truſt his Country repoſes in 
him: His Guilt in doing Evil is aggravated by the Oppor. 
tunity he has, and the Obligation he is under, of doin 
Good. Yet notwithſtanding this inconteſtable Truth 
ſome Princes think themſelves obliged to protect their 
Miniſters right or wrong, from the Reſentments of their 
People, I remember to have read, fn the Letter 10 
Mr. Law, upon his Arrival in London, a Paſſage which 
I hope will never be made a Precedent of in Great Brizaiy, 
tho” I can't deny but that it was praQiſed with Juſtice 
enough in Fraxce, © The Duke Regent (ſays the inge 
« nious Author of that Letter) who knew better than 
© any Man what Meaſures the Comptroller general had 
6 adviſed or oppoſed, and who conſequently was the 
6 beſt, and, indeed, the only Judge of his true Demerits, 
« with aReſolution, worthy the Imitation of all Princes 
« who would be well ſerved, protected his Miniſter from 
ee the Fury of the Populace. | | 

Mr. Law's Caſe was very different from that of any p 
other Miniſter; and it was certainly generous in the 
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Regent to protect him: But I would not have this Au- * 
thor's Doctrine become at any time kereafter a Stand-: 1 
ing Maxim of Policy at St. James's; on the contrary, on 


I would, to prevent ſo fatal an Event, have it ſtigmati- 
zed in time with the utmoſt Marks of Infamy, that ſome Wi ... 
future King may not be miſled and betrayed, by it, into I 


2 Belief, that he is obliged in Honour to protect a M. B, 
niſter, whoſe Crimes have rendered him a Diſgrace to WF oy 
his Country, and odious to Mankind. This Principle, . ane 
if it gains ground, may be attended with Conſequences Wl ; 
very fatal to the Britiſß Liberties, to the Brisiſß Com: Will po 
merce, and, in a Word, to all thoſe few remaining Ad- zin 
vantages, which, no Thanks to our Enemies, or falſe Wi .... 
Friends, are yet peculiar to Britont. WEE Ro 

It may ſome time or other happen, as it has already Per 
happened, that Britain may ſee a Prince on her Throne, 155 
who may think bimſelf very well ſervea, uben the Nation finds juſt 
ir ſelf very ill aſed. If ſuch a Prince ſhould really be- Con 
lieve himſelf obliged in Honour to protect his Miniſter ;, ,. 
in all his Plunder and Rapine; if he ſhould ſhare with him nige 


in the Spoil, and join his own Natural Inclination and of v 
particular [Intereſt to what he ſees an eſtabliſhed Maxim innc 
and Principle of Honour, the Liberties of Britain would App 
be ig a very precarlous Condition; they would be infentt- 


bl 
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bly ſapped and undermined, if the Miniſter ſhould either 
de a mettled, enterprizing Fellow himſelf, or have ſuch 
3 Man behind the Curtain to encourage and direct him. 
Should ſuch a Director be a Foreigner, and bred up in 
the Exerciſe of arbitrary Power abroad, we need not ex- 
pect any Bowels in him for our Conſtiention; the Lords 
and Commons would, in Proceſs of Time, become of 
little uſe ; they would be laid aſide by Degrees, as imper- 
tinent Cloggs upon the Royal Prerogative: A Miniſter 
alone would lay Taxes full as well, and a Standing Army 
levy them full as expeditiouſly as an AQ of Parliament. 
Nothing, in ſuch a Caſe, would prevent our falling into 
downright Slavery, but that Courage and Reſolution 
with which Britain has ſo fortunately exerted her ſelf 
upon ſome memorable Occaſions, and, I hope, will 
always do ſo in time, before the Thruſt comes too home 

upon her, to parry it. | 53 | 
But, Sir, I would not have it inferr'd from what I 
have ſaid, that I think a King ſhould, upon every light 
Occaſion, deliver up his Miniſter to the Fury of the 
Populace; to do ſo, would be the Height of Cruelty 
and ill Policy: No, Sir, all I contend for in this Argu- 
ment is, that when the Nation is univerſally diſſatisfled 
with the Conduct of a Miniſter! when his Malverſati- 
ons ſeem flagrant ! when his Actions appear notoriouſly 
ſcandalous and deſtructive of the publick Welfare! when 
the Vox Populi calls for Juſtice, and the Cry for Puniſh- 
ment grows loud and importunate! it is then that a 
Britiſh King ſhould ſhew his Wiſdom and Care of his 
own Family, by making appear his Love for his People, 
and his Concern for their Intereſt; he ſhould, in my 
humble Opinion, immediately diveſt his Favourite of his 
Power ; he ſhould turn him out of his Poſt, and leave 
him to the Law. When that is done, true Patriots will 
attack him with Courage, and ſtand in no Dread of the 
Royal Diſpleaſure for doing ſo; if the Miniſter has any 
Penſioners in either Houſe of Parliament, thoſe Penſio- 
ners will leave him to ſtand or fall by the Juſtice or In- 
juſtice of his Cauſe. Men that are capable of ſelling their 
Country for Bribes, are as capable of turning ungrateful, 
in time of Diſprace, to thoſe who bribed them. The Mi- 
niſter, thus left alone, will only find himſelf in that Caſe 
of which no honeſt Man was ever yet afraid : If he's 
innocent of what he ſtands accuſed, notwithſtanding 
Appearances againſt him, he will be publickly I 
, | | e ore 


reſt and gteateft Secutity to follow. 


was inimitable while he lived, and ſt ill continues fo; 
and all thoſe who endeavour to turn him into Exgliſ, 
will, beſides that Difficulty, find another invincible one, 


diefective. 
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before all the World, and return to his Maſter's Eſteem 
Favour, and Confidence, with Honour and Triumph! 
But if he is really guilty, all his Villainies will then be 
brought to Light upon his Trial, the Nation will be 
ſaved from his treaſonable Deſigns, the King will ſtand 
altogether blameleſs in the Eyes of his People; nay, the 
People will adore their Sovereign, while the Law is punis. 
ing bie Miniſter, according to the Notoriety of his Crimes, 
Ibis, Sir Kobert, I take to be a very impartial Way 
of Reaſoning, and very whotefome honeſt Advice: 
which every Prince, whoſe Will is not the Law of the 
Nation he governs, will, in the main, find it his Inte. 


But Politicks apart for a few Moments. 
When l firſt fat down to the following Piece, I in. 
tended to keep as clofe to my Author as poſſible, and 
try if I could mend the two former Tranſlations of Tel: 
machat; had I been ſucceſsful, I was reſolved to gg 


qo 


thro' the whole Sixteen Books; but I quickly found 
tranſlated them already. The Archbiſhop of Camry 


of our Language being inferior to the French for thoſe Wl th 
ſort of Compoſitions. However, not being diſcouraged I. 
ſo far as to give over a Deſign which I thooght very uſe. Wi pit 
ful to the Publick, I reſolved, in ſpite of all Obſtacles, Wl i i 
to put the Characters of Proteſilaus and Timorrates in ſuch ll to 
a Light, and give them ſuch a Turn, as might render Wi vi 


them more intelligible and uſeful to an Eagliſb Reader. Wil 


To this End, I ventured to paraphraſe where I could not al! 
tranſlate, and ſupply ſuch Places as I thought the Arch ge! 
biſhop had left, or rather Time had rendered, à littl 


I cannot ſubſcribe to the Opinion of ſome i11-natur'l I the 
injudicious Feuer; who call his Tele mac hus a Satire up- wi 
French King and his Miniſters ; nothing can WW un 

a 


be more maliciouſly ridiculous than ſich a Charge againk big 


him. The Archbiſhop was knowfi-co be a ſtrict Mori WW Ac 
1iſt, and a great Lover of Mankind; befides the Lulire WF is | 


and Nobility of his Family, he was Preceptor to the I ver 
Princes of France; he had great Obligations to the King, WO Pe: 


and was a Perſon of Honour and Gratitude, is well  W wt 
a Man of Senſe and Piety. Can an) one then itmagins Br; 


Brave, and Honeſt, But it 1 be an endleſs Task, 
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that he would write a Libel upon his Sovereign, when 
he ſaw him adored by all his People? or a Satyr upon 
his Miniſters, when France was in her utmoſt Grandeur, 
and her Affairs in the moſt proſperous and flouriſhing 
Condition by their Adminiſtration? Beſides, Sir, France 
has very ſeldom had the Misfortune, which England ſo 
frequently groans under, of being governed by mercenary, 
vile, ignorant, haughty Miniſters. | 
Louis the Great was not to be ſerved in ſuch a Man- 
ner; he was greater in nothing, than in the Care he had 
to gain the AﬀeCtions of his People; nor did he ſhew 
his Care more in any thing than in the Choice of his Mi- 
niſters. A good King, I confeſs, may ſometimes be ſur- 
prized into the Choice of a bad Miniſter ; but a bad King 
never employs a good one: Such a Miniſter is not for his 
Purpoſe. The Graud Monarque, as the French juſtly 
call him, was as acceflible as the meaneſt Perſon in his 
Kingdom ; his Court, even his Bed-chamber was always 
open to his Subjects, if they had any Complaints to make. 
It is true, he was abſolute, and would be obeyed, and 
why not? Such were then, and ſuch are (till the Laws 
of France. But he never made uſe of his abſolute Power 
to encourage Injuſtice or Corruption in his Miniſters, 
or ſhelter them from the Reſentments of the Nation, if 
they deſerv'd them, which I don't find they ever did; for 
| think it may be ſaid for the Honour, as well as the Hap- 
pineſs of Frauce, that her Miniſters have generally made 
it their Endeavour to ſignalize themſelves by their Duty 
to their Prince, and Zeal to aggrandize their Country; 
witneſs the Condition France is in at preſent, notwith- 
landing all her Misfortunes and Diſappointments, when 
almoſt all the Powers of Europe were confederated to- 
gether againſt her. In ſhort, it was remarked in the Reign 
of Loui XIV. (and I believe the Remark may ſtil! ſtand 
good) that the French enjoyed more real Liberty under 
their abſolute Monarch, than ſome People in Europe, 
who were perpetually boaſting of their Freedom, did 
under their limited one. So that, to return to the Arch» 
biſhop, thoſe who ſay he was exil'd from Court upon 
Account of his Book, know nothing of the Matter. le 
is no more than a fine Piece of Morality, and, I may 
venture to ſay, the beſt that has ever been writ, in which 
Perſons of all Ranks and Couditions of Life may learn 
What all the World ought to endeavour to be, Virtuous, 


and 


— 
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and ſo much above my Strength, to enter into all the 
Beauties and due Commendation of the Adventures i 
TELEMACHUS, that I ſhall be wiſer than to attempt wha 
every body has hitherto miſcarried in : All 1 ſhall do, ac. 
cording to the Duty of modern Prefaces or Dedication, 
which you pleaſe, is to ſay ſomething of the CharaRer 
contained in the following Sheets. 

To begin with [domenexs, as the primum Mobile of the 
whole Machine (for it is generally, tho* not always 
ſome Fault or Weakneſs in the King that makes a bad 

Miniſter) we ſee him removed out of his own County, 
and placed on a Throne, which neither he nor any ef 
his Anceſtors had once any Thoughts of ever poſſeſſing: 
He is repreſented as brave in his Perſon, forward in War, 
and a Prince form'd for Victory. With theſe Accom- 
pliſhments he would certainly make an excellent King, 
if Proteſilaus did not miſlead him. Notwithſtanding al! 
his Virtues, we find him the Scourge of his People, by 
the Power he gives his Favourite over them; while he 
affects to become arbitrary and terrible to his Subject; 
he makes himſelf a Slave to his Miniſter. When 
« a King, ſays Mentor to Telemachus in the 15th Book, 
« accuſtoms himſelf to no other Law than his own Hill 
and gives a Looſe to his Paſſions, he aſſumes a Pour 
to do every thing, and can do every thing; but, by 
« {training that Power too high, he ſaps, at the ſam: 
« time, the very Foundations of his Throne: He has 
% no longer any certain Rule, or eſtabliſh'd Maxims of 
« Government : He makes himſelf a Prey to Flatterers: 
„He ceaſes to command a free People, and becomes 1 
« Tyrant over Slaves. Who is it then that will venture 
« to tell him the Truth? Every body gives Way; wi: 
« Men fly from the Court, they hide themfelves, they 
« groan in ſecret over the dying Liberties of their Coun- 
« try. Nothing but a ſudden and violent Revolution 
« can bring back Things into their own natural Chan- 
„ nel, and reduce the King within the Bounds of that 
« Law which he has broken thro'; very often the At- 
„ tempt, which is only deſigned to bring him to Reaſon, 
i po fatal to him, and ends in his Deſtruction. 
« Nothing threatens-him ſo much with an unfortunate 
« Cataſtrophe, as that very Authority which he abuſes, 
% and gives too great a Scope to: Like a Bow bent too 
„ far, it breaks and flies, if you do not immediately 
« unbend it. domenens is, in himſelf, thoroughly _ 
2425: OY | | all 
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« and virtuous; but by this bewitching Thirſt after ab- 


.« ſplute Power, which (deluded Prince!) he only poſ- 


« feſs'd in Imagination, while Proteſilaus really exer- 
« cis'd jt in Perſon, he would have tumbled himſelf 


« out of his Throne before he had been undeceived, if 


« the Gods had not thought fit to ſend us to diſabuſe 
« him, and ſhew him the Conſequence of that blind ex- 
« travagant Authority which he ſo much affected, and 


« which is ſo contrary to the Right and Nature of a 


« free-born People to ſubmit to. Even ſomething like 
Miracles was neceſſary to open his Eyes. 

believe you will grant me, Sir Nobert, that the Arch- 
biſhop never was more in the right, than in this Expreſſion : 
You are ſo well verſed in the Britiſh Affairs, that no Man 
knows better than you do, that it requires even ſomething 
more than Miracles, to open the Eyes of an infatuated, 
betray'd Prince, and ſave him from his Miniſter. King 
James II. had more than Miracles laid before him; he had 
the Truth ſhewn him in her own naked Colours, but all 
to no Purpoſe; his Miniſter was too many for his Friends. 
That poor Prince was punctually inform'd of every Step 


the Dutch made towards his Ruin; that they were actu- 
ally arming to dethrone him, and diſpoſſeſs a Race which 


had been * ſcepter'd in Europe above Three Thoufand 
Years, if we can credit our beſt Antiquaries. He faw 
them preparing to invade his Dominions, to bring War 


and Deſt ruction into the Bowels of his Country; he had 


Offers of timely and ſufficient Aſſiſtance from Fraxce ; 
but his Fate was irreverſible ; he rejected every thing, and 
ſmarted at laſt for his Incredulity. When a Prince is 
devoted to Ruin, all Advice, all Warnings, all former 
Examples, are of no Uſe to him ; he ſhuts his Eyes and 
Ears to every thing, but the evil Counſel of thoſe very 
Men who are actually betraying him. I ſhall conclude 
this Paragraph, without making any further RefleQions 
on the Character of Idomeneus. It is the preſent Hap- 
pineſs of Ereat Britain to have reap'd this Advantage 
from the Misfortune of King James, that, as far as hu- 
man Prudence can provide for her Safety, her Laws have 
now ſecured her from the Attempts of her Kings, ſhould 
they entertain arbitrary Deſigns againſt her Liberty, by 
providing Puniſhments for ſuch wicked Miniſters, who 
are ſo unnatural to their Country, as to adviſe them to 


* Firſt in Galicia, then in Ireland; afterwards in Scotland, and laſt 
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in England. 
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it, and then fooliſh enough to think to ſhelter themſelyes 
under an AG of Grace, from the Rage and Indignation 


af an injur'd People: A People as tenacious of their 


Liberty, as loyal to their Prince, while he makes no 
Encroachments upon it! VVVHPHP̃ 1d” 
Proteſilaut, Sir, is the next Character I ſhall conſider, 
becauſe it has furniſhed Mentor with ſuch beautiful and 
nervous Arguments, in expoſing the Artifices and Vil. 
lainy of that harden'd Traitor to his Country: Argu- 
ments! which every Briton ought to make his Children 
learn by Heart, as the Touchſtone by which to try their 
Miniſters of State for the future. Conſidering that the 
Archbiſhop lived in a Nation, whoſe greateſt Felicity, 
as I have already obſerved, has been, for theſe fixty Years 
paſt, to have Miniſters zealous for the Honour and In- 
tereft of their Country: Conſidering that he ſaw no Ex. 
amples of Bribery and Corruption amongſt them, for 
ewhich ſome of ours have been publickly ſtigmatixed and 
puniſhed: Conſidering that he was a Stranger to the 
Methods that have been uſed, this Century, in ſome 


Places in Europe, of parchaſing Votes, and bribing Men 


by Penfions and infamous Gratifications, to ſell the Honour 
and Intereſt of their Country to foreign Schemes and Di. 
figs, aud conſent to the loading their Principals with neu 

urthent aud extraordinary Taxes, under the Notion f 


Secret Services, 20 raiſe Money for the Bribes and Penſi · 


ons they receive for this infamous Traffic: Conſidering, 
I ſay, that he ſaw none of theſe things, nor of a great 
many more clandeſtine Actions, which I omit mentioning 
at preſent, to avoid Prolixity, I am aſtoniſhed how he 
could give us ſo compleat a Bi dure of a thorow-pac'd 
Knave, as he has done in his Miniſter Proteſi laus. If 
you ſay, that I have added to it, and helped him out by 
my own Obſervations upon that Species of Pzblick 
Robbers; Don't miſtake me, Sir, I mean none but Evil 
Miniſters: I can anſwer, that I have done little more 
than retouch it in ſuch Places where I thought the Co- 
lours were grown a little too weak for the Age we live 


in: All the maſterly Strokes are the Archbiſhop's; l 


can pretend to nothing but ſome of the Drapery at moſt. 
' .. Timacrates is another extraordinary Character in its 
kind, but not altogether ſo applicable in all its Patts, 
tho' in ſome it may, as that of Prozeſtlans; for I don't 
read, that any of our Secretaries of State ever took up- 
on them the execrable Office of an Aſſaſſin (where the 
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Laws were not ſtrained, by fore'd Conſtructions, to give 
a Sanction to Murder and Slaughter) tho“ they have 
ſtoop'd to Drudgeries altogether as infamous, and much 
more deſtructive to their Country. Wherefore I haften 
from Timocrates, as a diſcarded Underſtrapper, and pro- 
ceed to Hegeſipbus. „„ 

As ſoon as that Courtier receives Orders from the 
King to ſeize Proteſilaus, and carry him to the Iſle of 
Samos, he then can be as good and as bold a — as 
any in the Kingdom, tho* but a Moment before he was 
an errant Knave and Coward ; a Knave, in concealin 
ſo long from his Sovereign what he then revealed with 
ſo many aggravating Circumſtances: A Coward, if not 
a Traytor, in not ventating his own Life, as it is ever 
Subject's Duty to do, to reſeue his Prince out of the Hand, 
if Villain that is viſibly 8 him, and contriviu 
bis Ruin. For my Part, had 1 been upon Felton's Jury, 
| hould have been much more inclined to acquit, than 
bring him in Guilty of Murder, for delivering his Coun- 
try from the ambitious and enſlaving Deſigns of the 
Hader Duke of. Buckingham. 

Philocles is a ſhining Character; and had a certain 
Engliſh Nobleman been baniſhed his Country, as well as 
turned out of the Command of the Navy, and been Con- 
temporary with the Archbiſhop, I believe all Mankind 
would have thought that his Grace had him in his Eye, 
when he drew the chief Strokes of it. If there is any 
thing to be obje&ed to this Character, it is the Damp 
it ſtrikes on the braveſt and loyaleſt Men, to fee Cou- 
rage, Conduct, Loyalty, Integrity, and all the Virtues 
that entitle a Man to the Favour of his Prince, and the 
Notice and Acknowledgment of his Country, made the 
very Inſtruments to ruin the Poſſeſſor of them, and 
trampled under Foot, to glut the Cruelty, and gratify 
the Ambition of an infolent Favourite. 4 

Sir, I believe I begin to grow tedious, and conſequent- 
ly very troubleſome to you; wherefore | haſten to con- 
clude with a few Reflections on the Character of Men- 
tor, If the ſublime Author is inimitable, and conſiſtent 
with himſelf throughout the whole Piece, it is in this 
Character that I may ſay he is truly in his own Sphere, 
and works with SatisfaQion and Delight. When he is 
drawing Characters, in which human Nature has no 
Honour, but rather Diſgrace and Infamy, we find him 
in Pain; he ſuffers in every Sentence: But when he has 
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an Opportunity, of ſhewing the advantageous Side of the 


Picture; when he is diſplaying in that admirable Piece 


the Beauties of Loyalty to our King, Love to our Coun- 
try, Steadineſs and Reſolution in ſupporting its Intereſt, 
Benevolence and Compaſſion to our. Fellow-creature; 
Courage in Diſtreſs; Conſtancy in conjugal Affection; 
Fidelity and Generoſity in Friendſhip; and above al), 
the Duties of Religion; it is then he ſoars to thoſe hea- 
venly Manſions from whence he was certainly inſpired; 
from whence he received that Grace which has ſo juſtly 
acquired him the Character of as true a Friend, as loyal 2 
Subject, as humble a Man, as devout a Chriſtian, and 
as good a Prelate, as any Age has yet produced. In 
drawing Minerva, he had no more to do, than to ſi 
to himſelf. It is then as little Wonder, that in Mentor 
we ſee the Picture of Meſſire Frangois de Salignac de la 
Motte Fenelon, as I am humbly of Opinion it would be 
to find that of Mentor in the Honourable WILLIAM 
PULTENEy, Eſq; ſhould Great Britain, in our Days, 
be curſed with a Prozefilanus. . _ 
I conclude this Dedication with a hearty Wiſh, that, 
for the Good of Mankind in general, all evil Miniſters 
of State, of what Nation ſoever, may very ſpeedily be 
made publick Examples, to terrify their Succeſſors from 
copying their Villainies. There is not any thing, I af- 


ſure you, Sir, that could rejoice me ſo much, except 
that of ſeeing Great Britain effectually ſecured from the 


latent 9 of ſome of her pretended Friends. Were 
I allow'd the Liberty of an Exgliſs Preſs, that I might 


ſpeak freely to my Country, without Interruption or 


Danger to my ſelf abroad, or at leaſt to the Printer at 
Home, I believe I could plainly ſhew how much thoſe 
latent Deſigns may affect her Commerce, and how ne- 
ceſſary it is for her to be put upon her Guard againſt them. 
But you muſt not expect any private Advice of this Na- 
ture from me; you know that I have very little Reaſon 
to believe you to be my Friend, and much leſs to put my 
ſelf into your Power, by entering into any ſecret Cor- 
reſpondence with you, upon any Account or Pretence 
whatſoever. What I have to ſay muſt be publick; and 
if you generouſly afford me the Means to explain myſelf 
in that manner, I ſhall think myſelf obliged, for the fu- 
ture, to be, by way of Acknowledgment, S I K, 
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neus and his diſcontented Kingdom that could poſſibly 

be expected from the perplex d Situation in which he 

found the publick Affairs at his Arrival. The King had his Eyes 
open d, at laſt, to the Danger into which this crafty, inſolent 
Miniſter had led him, The People are joyfully ſurprized with 
a Change as ſudden as it was unhoped for, in that Condition 
which had been ſo grievous to them for ſa many Years; and, 
but a few Days before, was thought to be incurable. Trade lifts 
up her long dejected, drooping Head, and begins to flouriſh 
2pain in the City, while Agriculture ſmiles, 'and adorns the 
Country, The Manufacturer and Artificer now ſee their Hands 
once again full of Buſineſs, and find that Employment which they 
ſo lately deſpaired of: The Farmer toils and ſweats no more to 
raiſe Supplies out of the Bowels of the Earth, for that heavy 
Land-Tax with which the Miniſter had ſo long burthen'd the No- 
bility and Gentry; he now labours for bimſelf and his Family: 
The Merchant tranſports abroad the Surplus of that Abundance 
which cannot be conſumed at Home, and, by his profitable Re- 
turns, enriches both City and Country: Thoſe Bands of Street- 
Robbers, and Swarms of miſerable Objects which had ſo long in- 
teſted Salentum, to the Diſgrace of the Nation, and Surprize of 
al Europe, diſappear entirely ; We Cauſe being removed, the Effect 
ceaſes ; Plenty, Eaſe, and Satis faction, are ſeen in every Face, and 
the happy Salentines now become the Envy, as they had been, 
but too long before, the Prey of ſome tranſmarine States, their 
pretended Friends and Allies. | : 9 
Thoſe States had all along profeſſed a mere than ordinary 
Fricadſhip for Idomentws and his Family, in particular, tho' their 
5 e ancient 


M. NTOR's Advice has all the good Effects on Idome- 
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ancient hereditary Averſion and Ingratitude to the Cretan: in 


neral had been but too notorious upon numberleſs Occaſions, 
'T hey pretended a warm and very uncommon Concern for the 
Safety of his new Settlement, and, under that ſpecious Bait, had 
taken Advantage of the Perplexity of his Affairs, as well as of 
the corrupt Adminiſtration of bis Miniſter, who was entirely 
their Creature: They had, partly by the Ignorance, but much 
more by the Connivance of that wicked Agent of theirs, inſen- 
flibly engroſſed to themſelves the moſt valuable Branches of the 
Trade of Salentum, and laid deep Deſigns againſt the few thut 
were left. After ſo much Succeſs, and ſuch promiſing Views 
ſill in Reſerve, they begin to be alarmed at the Progreſs of Mentor; 
they look upon him witb an evil Eye, as the only Obſtacle to 
their future Hopes of further Encroachments; they uſe their ut- 
moſt Efforts to deſtroy him, in order to preſerve and ſupport 
the Man who is daily rendering them ſuch important Services, 
and ſacrificing his Country to the Bribes they ſend him. 

But Idomeneus, as if awaken'd out of a Dream, or rather mi- 
raculouſly recover'd from a Lethargy, looks with Indignation 
upon that Slavery in which Flatterers and Sycophants had fo long 
kept him; become wiſe, by Mentors good Inſtructions and Advice, 
be makes ſerious and uſeful Reflections upon the unhappy Con- 
dition into which his perfidious Miniſter had inſaared him. He 
views with Terror and Amazement the dangerous Precipice 
upon Which he ſtood, and ſees with Agony how near he wi 
loſing the Hearts of his People. He now finds that thoſe Men, 
in whom he ſolely confided, had, upon all Occaſions, induſtri- 


ouſly conceal'd the Truth from him, and let him know no more 


of his own Affairs than what they knew how to apply to their 
- own Intereſt, and make neceſſary for the carrying on their 
mercenary Defigns, But this malignant Cloud being thus haps 
pily diſpers d by Mentors Wiſdom and Courage, Jdameneu begins 
to think, to 9 to act like a King, who glories in bein 
called the Father of his People. He looks with Extaſy — 
Gratitude upon his generous Deliverer, he claſps him in his Arms, 
he embraces bim, he preſſes him cloſe to bis Breaſt: How much 
am I indebted to the Gods! (cries. he) for ſending ſo wiſe, ſo 
fincere, ſo intrepid a Friend to my Relief l Yes, my dear Mentor, 
you have broke thro a Crowd of Difficulties to come at me, 
and ſnatch me out of the Hands of thoſe domeſtick Enemies, who 
had fo long beſieged me, and kept me their Priſoner; you have 
opened my Eyes to thoſe Errors and Illuſions in which I was, 
in a manner, quite buried; you ſhew me things as they really 
are; and I am forced to acknowledge with Shame, Confuſion 
and Remorſe, that evil Counſel has been the Cauſe of all the 
 Misfortunes of my Life, and the Miſeries of my People. But 
what do. I fay! No, I, my ſelf have rather been the Cauſe of 
them, in ſuffering the audacious Wretch that gave it, to impoſe 
| ö upon 
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on me ſo long, in letting him abuſe that Reaſon and Under 
ftagding which the Gods had given me for the Government of 
my People. Hear then, O Mentor, my melancholly Hiſtory ; you 
will find it a clear Demonſtration of the Truth of your own 
Maxims; it will afford you an ample, but frightful View of the 
Condition of thoſe Kings, who ſupinely let their Miniſters be- 
come their Maſters ; who heap Favours and Benefits upon the 
Wicked, to the univerſal Diſſatisfaction and Diſguſt of the Good. 

PROTESILAUS has the Advantage of me in Years. Of all 
my Court he was the Perſon whom I thought fitteſt for my 
Service; for tho' he is naturally proud, ſhameleſs and inſolent, 
yet it was for thoſe very Qualities that I took a Liking to him; 
] miſtook them for Courage, Innocence, and Greatneſs of Soul. 


He thoroughly ſtudied my Inclinations; he uſed all imaginable 


Arts to make himſelf agreeable to me; he gave into all my Plea. 
ſures, to which his Genius was ever fertile in making Addi- 
tions, and inventing ſuch as I never thought of before. He 
flattered my Paſſions, and puſhed the Gratification of them to 


the higheſt Pitch. Honeſt, virtuous, and learned Men he baniſhed 


from my Court, and filled the City with Buffoons, Dancers, 
Players, Singers, and Muſick- Girls, from all the Parts of Europe 
moſt celebrated for Lewdneſs. He promoted Luxury, and en- 
dexyoured to encourage it by his own Example, purpoſely to 
debauch the Nobility, firft into Extravagance, and then into Po- 
rerty, that they might become his Penſioners and Dependants. 
He induftriouſly kept me involved in perpetual Quarrels and 


Miſunderſtandings with Princes, whoſe Friendſhip and Alliance 
was abſolutely neceſſary for my true Intereſt: but alas! I did 


not underſtand it, or rather did not ſuffer my ſelf to look into 
it, Under the Pretext of ſupporting theſe Quarrels of his own 
making, vaſt Sums were raiſed upon my People, and a great 
Part of them imbezzled, and applied to his own particular Uſe, 
under the Notion of SECRET SERVICES; by theſe and the 
like Methods, he is become rich, and has raiſed bis Family and 
Relations from mean obſcure Circumſtances, to overtop the an- 
cient Nobility and Gentry of my Kingdom. He has alſo Brothers 


almoſt as rich, and full as inſolent as himſelf. He harrafled my 
Subjects every Year with exorbitant and unneceſſary Taxes; 


and as often as he was called upon to give an Account of the 
publick Treaſure, thoſe pretended Secret Services frequently 
ſerved him for a Subterfuge; where they did not, he made 4 
Property of my Clemency and Confidence to wouch for, and ſcreen him. 
Several toreign Princes received conſiderable yearly Sums, upon 
Pretence of having a certain Number of Troops in Readineſs 
for my Service, which 1 never was likely to baye Occafion to 


employ. Thus, while he burthen'd my People with thoſe RoyaB 


Penſioners, he was himſelf a Penſionsr to them, by way of Gra- 
tification, and aggrandized — by all the unlawful mo 
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he could think of, upon the Blood and Vitals of the Publick: 
In the mean time, I ſhared very little more of the Spoil with 
him, than the Murmurs of my Subjects, 0 
That he might rule, or rather reign without a Rival, he very 
artfully made me begin to ſuſpect 4 Nobleman of my Court, 

for whom I haJ alſo a very great Friendſhip. Philocles (for that 

was his Name) was as remarkable for his Courage, as his othe 
extraordinary Virtues; he had a noble and generous Soul, was 
courteous in his Behaviour, and moderate in his Deſires; he 
fear d the Gods, and plac'd true Greatneſs, not in gaping after 
Titles, and graſping at Riches, but in ſubduing his Paſſions, and 
avoiding every thing that was baſe and unworthy of an honeſt 
Man. He ſpoke pier: to me of my Faults; and when he durff 
not ſpeak to me, his Silence and melancholly Air ſufficiently ex- 
plained what he had a Mind to reproach me with. I was er. 
treamly pleaſed with this Sincerity in the Beginning, and I often 
proteſted and promiſed that I would hear him with Confidence and 
Approbation, as long as Ilived. I had been happy, Mentor, had! 
kept my Word, and followed his Advice. He ſhewed me what 
Iought to do, and how I ought to reign, if I had a Mind to tread 
in the Steps of my Great Grandfather Minos, and become the 
Delight of my People, by making them happy. He had a pro- 
found Wiſdom, and a conſummate Experience of Men and Things, 
his Maxims were wiſe and juſt, his Counſel friendly and faithful; 
and this is a Truth which J am every Day more and more con- 
vinced of, Proteſilaus is the very Reverſe of Philocles; for, be- 
fides his natural Pride and Inſolence, he has ſuch a Complication 
of oppoſite Vices, as I have never yet met with in any other 
Man. He is as much hated for his Ambition, as deſpiſed for his 
Cowardiſe; he is jealous of every one but the Perſon whom he 
ought moſt to be jealous of; he is as ſcandalouſlyjmercenary and 
avaritious, as profuſely prodigal and extravagant: He is, in his 
Nature, the meaneſt, pooreſt thing in my Kingdom, and has the 
Vanity to aim at being the greateſt Man in it. However, with 
all theſe Vices, his Artifices entirely got the better of me at laſt, 
and I began to take a Diſlike to Philocles. The latter, altogether 
unconcerned for his own Intereſt, let his Enemy prevail over 
him; he was fatisfied with telling me the Truth, as often as! 
was diſpoſed to hear it; like a true Friend, he ſought my Good, 
without coveting any of my Riches, or paying Court to my 

Fortune. | | ? 

Proteſilaus perſuaded me inſenſibly, that he was of a peeviſh 
proud Spirit; that he criticiz'd all my Actions; that he ask d no 

Favours, becauſe he was too haughty to receive any from me, 

and aſpired to the Character of a Man that was above all Ho- 

nours. He added, that if Philocles talk'd of my Faults with ſo 
much Freedom to my Face, he ſpoke of them to others with 
the ſame Liberty behind my Back; that he took all Occations ho 
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let People know how little Elteem he had for me; and that in. 


thus leſſening my Reputation, he endeavoured to raiſe the Value 
of his own. I could not give entirely into the Sentiments of 
Proteſilaus, nor ſwallow, at once, all the Poiſon he had prepar'd 
for me. True Virtue carries a Candour and Ingenuity with it, 
which cannot be counterfeited, and in which we' cannot be de- 
ceived, when we look upon it with Attention. Nevertheleſs, I 
began to grow heartily tired of the Sincerity and Firmneſs with 
which Phulocles daily laid my Weakneſſes before me. The Com- 
placency of Proteſilaws, and his ineghauſtible Induſtry, in invent- 
ing new Amuſements to divert me, made me reliſh with leſs 
Patience the Auſterity of the other. But Proteſilaus did not think 


this Victory ſufficient ; he rather look'd upon himſelf to be, in 


ſome meaſure, defeated, becauſe I did not abſolutely believe every 
thing he {aid againſt his Enemy; he therefore took a Reſolution 
to ſpeak to me no more in that Strain, but rather to perſuade 
me by ſomething much ſtronger than all his Words, 

| Behold, Mentor, to what Lengths a knaviſh Miniſter is capable 
of carrying his Villainy, when he has a Deſign, either to ruin 
bis Maſter, or make him entirely his Ward. Behold the Method 
which Proteſilaus took to gain bis Point, to deſtroy Philocles, and 
to deceive me compleatly, He adviſed me to give Philocles the 
Command of the Fleet that was deſigned againſt. the Carparhians, 
The better to perſuade me to it, You know, ſays be, that I 
cannot be ſuſpected either of Flattery or Friendſhip in the Praiſes 


I give him. I confeſs that he has Courage, and a Genius for 


War. He will ſerve you in that Command better than any body 
I know, and I ſhall always prefer your Intereſt and Service be- 


fore the Gratification of my own Reſentments. I was charmed 
to find ſuch Virtue and Juſtice in the Soul of Proteſilaus, to whom 


I had entirely abandon'd the Adminiſtration of my Affairs. I 
embrac'd him in a Tranſport of Joy, and I thought my ſelf but 
too happy, in having placed my Confidence in a Man ſo much 
above all private Paſſion and Self- Intereſt. But alas! how un- 
fortunate are Princes, and how much to be pitied! This per- 
fidious Man knew me better than I knew my ſelf. He knew 
that Kings are commonly diffident, and Enemies to the Toil 
of publick Affairs; that they are miſtruſtful thro? the daily Ex- 
perience they have of the Artifices of thoſe corrupt Men, who 
continually ſurround them; that they are flothful, and Enemies 
to Buſineſs, becauſe they are led away by-their Pleaſures, and 


are uſed to have other Men think for them, without being at 


the Pains to think for themſelves. He underſtood very well, 


how eaſy a Matter it would be to make me ſuſpicious and je- 


lous of a Man who, he knew, would not fail to perform great 
Actions, eſpecially fince his Abſence would give him all the Op- 
portunities he could wiſh for, to lay Snares for him. Philocles 
foreſaw, at Parting, all Is likely to happen, Remember, 
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Hays he to me, that it will not be in my Power to defend my 
ſelf, when I have no Advocate near you, and you will liſten to 
none but my Enemy; remember, that, for ſerving you at the 
Hazard of my Life, I ſhall probably receive no other Recon. 
pence but your Indignation at my Return, You are miſtaken, 
Philocles, ſays I, Proteſilaus ſpeaks more generouſly of you than 
you do of him; he praiſes you, he eſteems you, he thinks you 
worthy of the greateſt Truſts, and the moſt important Employ. 
ments. Should he begin to ſpeak againſt you, that very Moment 
loſes him my Favour and Confidence for ever. Fear nothing, go, 
Philocles, and think but how to ſerve me well. He obeyed, he fet 
Sail, and left me in a very ſtrange Situation. Re 

I muſt confeſs, that I ſaw how neceſſary it was to have ſeve- 
ral Men of Virtue and Experience to conſult and adviſe with; ! 
ſaw, that nothing was ſo deſtructive, eit her to my Reputation, 
or the Succeſs of my Affairs, as to deliver my ſelf blindly up to 
the Management of one Man. I had experienced, upon ſeveri 
Occaſions, that the prudent Counſels of Philocles had ſaved me 
from falling into many dangerous Errors, into which the Info 
lence and Rafhneſs of Proteſilaus would have precipitated me. 
found that Philocles had a Fund of Probity and juſt Maxims, which 
J could not meet with in his Enemy; but I had inſenſibly ſuffer 
Proteſilaus to aſſume a domineering deciſive Air, upon all Occ 
ſions, which I was hardly afterwards Maſter enough to oppoſe, 
TI was quite tired with being continually betwixt two Men, whoſ: 
Humours and Principles I found it abſolutely impoſſible to re 


concile. Under this Uneaſineſs, I fatally, thro' Weakneſs and 


Indolence, choſe to purchaſe what I thought my Liberty, at the 
Expence of my Honour and Intereft. I durſt not own, even to 
my ſelf, ſo ſhameful a Reaſon for the Choice I had made; but 
that very ſhameful Reaſon, which I durſt not confeſs, tyrannizd 
ſecretly in the Bottom of my Heart; it was the true Motive to 
what I had juſt done, and the Miſtake I fell into, in parting 
with a faithful Servant. | bs: RY 

Philecles defeated the Enemy; he gained a compleat Victory, 
and was making hafte home to prevent thoſe ill Offices which 
he feared would be done him in his Abſence. But Proteſilaus 
who had not yet had time enough to deceive me entirely, writ 
to him that I would have a Deſcent made on the Iſland of Car- 
pathia, that ſome Advantage might be made of the Victory be 
had re Proteſilaus indeed flatter'd me with an eaſy Con. 
queſt of that Iſland, but managed Matters ſo, that Philocles wanted 
every thing neceſſary fot carrying on the Enter prize, and daily 
ſent ſuch Orders and Inſtructions, as cauſed ſeveral Diſappoint- 
ments in the Execution. | PT Rs 
In the mean time, he made uſe of a Servant I had about me, 
a very corrupt Fellow, and a fit Inſtrument for his Defigns. This 
Fellow ahſer ved every thing that paſſed, even to the eee 
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Cireumſtances, and gave Proteſilaus an Account of it. This Do- 


meſt ck, named Timocrates, came one Day to tell me a great Se. 
cret he had to diſcover in an Affair of a dangerous Nature. Philocles, 
fays he, intends to employ your Army and Fleet, to make him-» 
ſelf King of Carpathia: The Generals are all devoted to him; 
the Soldiers are entirely corrupted by the Largeſſes he diſtributes 
among · them, and the pernicious Liberty in which he lets them 
live: He is alſo puffed up with his Victory. Here is a Lettet 


from him to one of his Friends, upon his Project of making 


himſelf King: After ſo clear a Proof, there can be no doubt of 


his Diſloyalty and Ambition. I read that Letter, and it ſeemd 


to me to be written by Philocles; his Hand was perfectly well 
counterfeited ; Proteſilaus and Timocrates were the Authors of this 
Forgery. That Letter threw me into a ſtrange Surprize; I 
read it over and over without ceaſing, and could hardly believe 
that it came from 'Philocle. *I recalled to my troubled Mind all 
the convincing Proofs he had fo often given me of his Diſinte- 
reſtedneſs and Fidelity: But hat could I do? How could I re- 
fuſe ſuch evident Marks of Treaſon iti « Letter, which I thought 


I was ſure was written by Philocles himſelf? When Timocrates ſaws 


that I could not withſtand his Artifices any longer, he puſked 
them home. Dare I, ſays he, ftammering, deſire you to take 
Notice of a particular Expreſſion in this Letter? Philocles tells his 
Friend, that he may ſpeak with Confidence to Proteſilaus about 
an Affair which he only ſets down in Cyphers: Surely Proteſs- 
laus has entered into Meaſures with Philocles. It is Proteſilaus that 


preſſed you to ſend him againſt the Carpathians; he has not ſpoken 


to you againſt him for ſome conſiderable time, as he uſed to do 


formerly: On the contrary, he praiſes him; he magnifies his 


Condu@ upon all Occaſions; and, before Philocles ſet Sail, they 
uſed to ſee one another with Civility enough: Without doubt. 
Protefilaus has come to an Agreement with Philocles, to divide 
the Iſland of Carpathia between them. You ſee your ſelf, that 
he was bent upon this Enterprize, contrary to all the Rules of 
Policy and War, and expoſes your Army and Fleet to the utmoſt 
Perils and Difficulties, to gratify his own Ambition: Do you 


believe that he would contribute thus to advance the Intereſt of 


Philocles, if they were in ill Terms together? No! no! you need 
not doubt any longer, that theſe two Men have made up their 
Quarrel, and united themſelves, not only to take Poſſeſſion of 
that Throne, but eyen to deprive you of this which you now 
fit on, I know that I expoſe myſelf. to your Reſentments, is 
ſpeaking thus freely to you, if, notwithſtanding my ſincere Ad- 
vice, you till leave your Authority in their Hands; but go mat : 
ter what becomes of me, provided I tell you the Truth. 


' Theſe laſt Words of Imocrates made a deep Imprefſion upon 


me; I doubted no longer of the Treaſon of Philacles, and miſ- 
truſted Proreſilaus as his Confederate, ' In the mean time, as 


zrates was perpetually ſaying to me, if you wait until PA. 
has conquered the Iſland of Carpathia, it will be too late to pre. 
vent bis Deſigns : Make Haſte to ſecure him, while you haye 
the Means in your Power, I look'd with Horror upon the pro. 
found Diſſimulation of Mankind; I knew not in whom to 
conſide, after having diſcovered ſo much Treaſon in Philecle;, | 
ſaw not a Man upon Earth in whoſe Virtue I could place any 
Truſt for the future. I was reſolved to cauſe that Traitor to 
be diſpatch'd, but I ſtood in Fear of Froteſilaus, and did not know 
how to manage, in regard to him: I fear'd to find him guilty, 
and fear d alſo to truſt him, In ſhort, in the Trouble I was in, l 
could not forbear telling him, that I began to ſuſpect Philocles. He 
ſeem'd ſurprized at it; he repreſented to me the Juſtice and Mo- 
deration with which he behaved himſelf; He magnified his Ser. 
vices: In a Word, he did all that lay in his Power to perſuads 
me that they had too good an Underſtanding together. On the 
other Hand, Timacrates never loſt a Moment to make me take 
Notice of that Underſtanding, in order to puſh me on to the 
Deſtruction of Philocles, while I was yet Maſter of him. See, 
my dear Mentor, bow unfortunate are Kings; how expoſed they 
are to be the Sport and Game of other Men, even while they 
ſtem to lie trembling at their Feet. I thought to act a Piece of 
profound Policy, and diſconcert Prateſilaus entirely, by ſecretly diſ- 
patching away Timocrates to the Army, with Orders to kill Phj- 
locles. Proteſilaus, in the mean time, puſhed bis Diſſimulation 
to the higheſt Pitch, and deceived me the more effectually, by 
how much the more naturally he appeared to impoſe upon, and 
deceive himſelf. 5 ; | | 
Timocrates ſet out immediately, and found Philccles embaraſſe 
enough in the Deſcent he had made. He wanted every thing; 
for Froteſilaus, not knowing whether the Letter would have 
Effect 1 to make 5 deſtroy his Enemy, was reſolved to 
have other Means ready. He knew that the Miſcarriage of an 
Enterprize, of which he had gizen, me ſuch Hopes, could not 
fail to irritate me againſt Philecles. That faithful Servant carried 
on the War with Adygntage; the Difficulties he labour'd under 
were more than balanced by his perſonal Courage, Genius, Con- 
duct, and the Love the Troops had for him. The whole Army 
were ſenſible that this Deſcent was raſh, and might prove fatal 
to the Creraus; yet every Man as earneſtly endeayour'd to per- 
form his Part, as if his own Life and Honour depended upon 
the Succeſs, Every one was ready to expoſe himſelf; upon all 
Occaſions, under a Chief ſo experienc'd in War, and ſo careful 
to gain the Affections of his Soldiers. Timocrates had every thing 
to fear, in attempting the Life of a General in the midſt of an 
Army that loy'd him fo paſſionately : But furious Ambition is 
always blind. He found nothing difficult that could pleaſe. Pro- 


63. 


Neath of Philecles, Proteſilaus had an Averſion to good Men; the 


yery Sight of them ſeeretly reproached him with his own 


Crimes; he was apprehenſive that they might, ſome Time or 
other, open my Eyes, and quite overturn all his Projects. | 

As ſoon as Timocrates arrived in the Army, be made ſure of 
two Captains, who were always about PFhilocles; he promiſed 
them great Rewards in my Name, and, at laft, told Philocles, that 
he came, by my Order, upon a ſecret and important Affair, which 
he could not communicate to him but in the Preſence of theſe 
two Officers. Philecles immediately ſhut himſelf up with them, 


jn his Cloſet. As ſoon as they were there, Timocrates ſtabb'd 


him with a Dagger, which he had concealed for that Purpoſe ; 
the Blow proved ſlanting, and the Wound but flight. Philocles, 
without the leaft Surprize, wrung the Dagger out of his Hand, 
and made uſe of it againſt him and the other two: In the mean 
time he called out for Help; a Crewd of Friends ran to his 
Aſſiſtance; they forced open the Door; they diſengaged Philecles 


from the Hands of thoſe three Men, who being in Confuſion, 
had attacked him but faintly. They were all ſeized, and upon 


the Point of being cut in' Pieces, ſo great was the Indignation 
of the Army; if Philocles had not ſtopp'd the Rage of the Sol- 
diers. He then took Timosrates aſide, and with great Sweetneſs 
of Temper, asked him who it was that put him upon ſo black 
an Action- Tiwocrazes, afraid of being put to Death, haſti 

produced the written Order I had given him to kill Philocles 3 
and; as Tray tors are always cowardly in time of Danger, he 
immediately diſcovers the whole Treachery of Froteſilaus, * 

Means to ſave his own Life. Philocles, ſtruck with Horror to 
ſee ſo much Malice in Mankind, took a Reſolution full of 
Temper and Moderation: He declared to all the Army, that Timo- 
nates was innocent; He put him in a Place of Safety, and ſent 
him back to Crete. He gave up the Care of the Army to Poli- 
nenes, whom I had appointed in the Order, written with my 
own Hand, to command, as ſoon as Timocrates ſhould have kil- 
led Philocles, He then exborted the Troops to continue in the 
Duty and Fidelity they owed me, and embarked, by Night, on 
board a ſmall Veſſel, which carried him to the Ile of Samos, 


where he leads a quiet, ſolitary Life, not enduring to hear Men- 


tion made of deceitful and unjuſt Men, but eſpecially of Kings, 


whom he looks upon to be the unhappieſt and the blindeſt Part 


of Mankind, | 1 N 

Here Mentor interrupted Idomeneus: How ? faid he? were you 
any conſiderable Time before you diſcover'd the Truth? No, 
anſwet'd Idomeneus, I began, by little and little, to ſee into the 
Artifices of Proteſilaus and Timocrates : They began to wrangle 
among themſelves, for wicked Men can ſeldom continue long 
in a thorough good Underſtanding together: Their Diſcord fully 
ſhewed me the dreadful Abyſs into which they bad precipitated _ | 
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But, replied Mentor, did you not reſolve to free yourſelf from 
both of them? Alas! my dear Mentor, ſaid the King, are you ip. 
norant of the Weakneſs and Perplexity of Princes? when they 
have once ſurrendered themſelves up to thoſe who bave found 
out the Secret to make themſelves neceſſary, they muſt not hope 
any, more for Liberty, They are forced to heap Favours where 
they have greater Inclination, and much more Reaſon to infli& 
Puniſhments, and are 'obliged to treat thoſe Men beſt, whom in 
their Hearts, they hate and deſpiſe moſt. I look'd upon Proteſilaus 
with the utmoſt Horror and Averſion, and yet I left all my Au- 
thority in his Hands. I could not tell what to do. He had 
involved me in ſo many State Difficulties and foreign Treaties and 
Engagements, that I thought I could not extricate my ſelf out of 
them, or work the Machine without him. Strange Illuſion! 
I] was glad to find out his Wickedneſs, but yet I had not Reſolution 
enough to reſume that Authority which I had ſo unaccountably 
abandoned to him. Beſides, I found him complaiſant, obſequious, 
and induſtrious to flatter my Paſſions, when be had any Point 
to gain upon me; and at all Times, ſeemingly, zealous for my 
Intereſt, In ſhort, J had one Reaſon to excuſe my Weakneſs, 
which was, that I did not know how to diſtinguiſh true Virtue, 
For want of knowing how to make Choice of good Men to 
manage my Affairs, I thought there were none to be found upon 
the whole Earth, and that Probity was bur a meer Phantom. To 
what Purpoſe, ſaid I, ſhould I reſcue my ſelf out of the Hands 
of one publick, notoricus Knave, to-fall, perhaps, into the Hands 
of anodher, who, probably, may not prove more ſincere or 
diſintereſted than he is? | | 

In the mean time, Polimenes brought home the Fleet; I thought 
no more of the Conqueſt of Carpathia, and Proteſilaus could not 
diſſemble ſo profoundly, but that I ſaw how much he was diſturbed 
to hear that Philocles was in Safety at Samos. N 
Mentor interrupted Idomeneus again, to ask him if, after the 
Knowledge of ſo black a Treachery, he had continued to truſt 

Proteſilaus with his Affairs. I was, anſwer'd Idomenenus, too 

great an Enemy to Buſineſs and the Fatigue of it, to be able to 
draw my ſelf out of his Hands; I muſt have quite overturned 

the Order I had eſtabliſned for the Purſuit of my Pleaſures, and 
Indulgence of my Eaſe, and been at the Fatigue of infiracting a 
new Miniſter. This is what I never had Reſolution. enough to 
undertake, but choſe rather to ſeem blind to the Artifices and 
 Villainy of Proteſilaus. The only Conſolation I had was, at ſome 
certain Times, to let a few Perſons, in whom I had ſome Con- 
fidence, know that F was not ignorant of his corrupt Practices, 
and want of common Honeſty. Thus I fondly imagined, that I 
was but half deceived, becauſe I knew that I was deceived. I 
alſo now and then gave Froteſilaus to underſtand, that I wore his 
Chains with Impatjence. I likewiſe often took a Pleaſure 
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n contradicting him in Publick, in blamiop ſomething that he 


had done, and in deciding contrary to his Sentiments: But as 
he perfectly knew my lazy Diſpoſition, he did not trouble him- 
{f. much about what Humour I was in; he always returned 


to the Charge with new Reſolution, and greater Impudence. 


One while he was earneſt and importunate ; another while fan- 
ing and inſinuating: Tf he perceived that I was piqued againſt 
dim, he redoubled his Endeavours to find out new Amuſements 
proper to ſoften and effeminate me; but if that failed, then he 
tad Recourſe to his old Stratagem, to embark me in ſome diffi- 
cult Affair, or to engage me in ſome diſadvantageous diſhonour= 
able Treaty, in order to conjure up the Reſent ments and Con- 
tempt of my Subjects againſt me, to make his Zeal and Service 


the more neceſſary. Tho' I began to be upon my Guard againſt 
tim, his Manner of flattering my Paſſions always led me which 


way he pleaſed. He was Maſter of my Secrets, he conſoled and 
encouraged me in my Difficulties ; he made all my Subjects 
tremble by my Authority; and choſe a Set of Fudges to his own 
Mind, to interpret the Laws as he pleaſed, and be the Tools of 


his Tyranny. In ſhort, I could not think of deſtroying him, 


tho, by keeping bim in Power, I ſaw that I put all the honeſt 
ſirtuous Men in my Kingdom out of a Condition either to ſerve 
we, or even repreſent my own Intereſt to me, and warn me 
ainſt his hidden Deſigns. From that very Moment, one free 
Word was never heard more at the Council- Table. If any body 
attempted to write or publiſh his Thougbts for my Service, and 
gave me Notice of the Danger that threatened me, he was im- 
nediately ſeized, impriſoned and fined. The Judges found out 
4 many Meanings for the Law, as the Poets have done Shapes 
for Proteus. Error, which is the Fore-runner of the Fall of Kings, 
peared to me to be very great in the Sacrifice I made of the 


generous, faithſul Philocles, to the inſatiable Cruelty, and bound- 


es Ambition of Proteſilaus. Even thoſe who had all along had 
the moſt Zeal for the publick Welfare, and the greateſt Reſpect 


and Concern for my Perſon and Intereſt, began to apprehend. 


tiemſelves in Danger of being made the next Sacrifice; after ſo 
fatal an Example, they thought themſelves difpenſed with from 
the Obligations of Duty to undeceive me. Nay, I my felt, my 
dear Mentor, was afraid, that Truth would, at laſt, break thro? 
this Cloud of Diſſimulation, Lyes, and Flatteries that cover'd me, 
ad force its way to me, in ſpite of all Oppoſition ; for having 
no longer any Power to follow her, her Light became trouble- 
ſome and impertinent, Tho' I found in my ſelf, that ſhe daily 


haunted me with very ſtinging Remorſes, yet I could not ſhake 


off my Fetters, nor deliver my ſelf out of that fatal Bondage-in 
which Froteſilaus had enſlayed me, My Softneſs and Effeminacy, 
Joined to the Aſcendant which this impudent Favourite bad aſ- 


lumed over me, threw me into a fort of Deſpair of ever being a 
N me inn 4 1078 L. | 
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Freeman again. T would neither ſee my contemptible wretche 
Condition my ſelt, nor would I Jet it be ſeen by others. Von 
know, my dear Mentor, the vain Greatneſs, and falſe Glory in 
which Princes are generally educated; they will never be in the 
wrong, To hide one Fault they commit a Thouſand ; rather 
than acknowledge that they have been deceived or miſled; rather 
than reſume ſomething of their own natural Courage, and take 
a little Pains to come out of their Error, and reſcue themſelyes 
out of the Hands of their Goaler-Miniſters, they chuſe to ſuffer 
themſelves to be impoſed upon and deceived as long as they live. 
This is the Condition of weak, indolent, inactive Princes, and 


it was preciſely mine. | 


When I was obliged to go to the Siege of I, I left Prove 
laus Maſter of all my Affairs. He managed them in my Abſence 
with Haughtineis and Inhumanity ; all the Kingdom of Cem 
groaned under his Tyranny, but no body durſt let me know the 
Oppreſſion of my People. My Averſion, or rather Fear, to hex 
the Truth, was but too well known, to even my meaneſt Subjects, 
as well as my ill Policy, in *bandoning all thoſe to the Fury and 
Cruelty of Proteſilaus, who had at any time Courage and Zei 
enough for my Service, to ſpeak to me of his Corruptions and 
Crimes. The more crying and violent the Evil was, the le( 
Noiſe the People durſt make about it. He conſtrained me drive 
away the valiant Aoriozes, who had ſerved me with ſo much 
Glory and Fidelity in the Siege of Trey. After my Return, he 
became jealous of him, and alfo of every Man for whom I had 
any Affection or Regard, or who ſhewed any Sentiment of Vir- 


tue or Honour. .You muſt know, my dear Mentor, that all my 


Misfortunes have proceeded from thence. It was not ſo much 
the Death of my Son that cauied the Revolt of rhe Cretans, as 
the Vengeance of the Gods, irritated againſt me for my Weak- 
neſs, and the Hatred of my People, which Proteſilaus had drawn 
upon me by his corrupt and tyrannical Adminiſtration. When 
I ſpilt the Blood of my Son, the Cretaus, grown weary of a 
rigorous violent Government, had quite exhauſted their Patience, 
and the Horror of this laſt Action ſerved only to give Liberty 
and Scope to that Reſentment, which had lain fo long ſmother- 
ing in the Bottom of their Hearts. Timocrates followed me to 
the Siege.of Troy, and ſecretly ſent an Aecount, by Letters to 
Proteſilaus, of every thing he could diſcover, I very ſenſibly 
found that I was in Bondage; but, thro'.Deſpair of finding 2 
Remedy, I ſtrove · not to think of it. When the Cretans revolted 
upon my Arrival, Proteſilaus and Timocrates were the firſt that fled 
away; without doubt they would have abandon'd me quite, if 
I had not been forc'd to fly almoſt as ſoon as they. Depend 


upon it, dear Mentor, that Men who are inſolent in Proſperity, 


are always contemptibly -mean-ſpirited in Adverſity. Their Heads 


turn when Fortune frowns upon them; as ſoon as abſolute Au- 
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thority begins to leave them, they grow as faint-hearted and 


cringing as they were juſt before proud and inſolent: The whole 


Man is changed in them, by the Change of their Condition, 
1nd it is in that Moment that they fall from one Extream into 
another. 1 | 3 5 
But, ſaid Mentor to Idomeneus, how comes it that, knowing 
theſe two wicked Fellows ſo thoroughly, you ſtil] continue them 
in Power and Truſt, ks I fee you do. I am not at all furprized 
that they followed you, fince they could not do any thing better 
for their own Intereſt : I allow alſo, that you have done a ge- 
nerous, tho? not a politick Action, in granting them an Azyle 
in your new Kingdom; but why do you Rtill deliver your ſelf 
up to them, after ſo many convincing Tryals of their Perfidi- 
ouſneſs? ; es | 12 858 
You know not, anſwered Idomeneus, how ufeleſs all Tryals 
ne to Princes, who live without Reflection: They are diſſatiſ- 
fied with every thing, and yet have not the Courage to redreſs 
any thing: So many Years Habitude was like Chains of Iron, 
that fetter d me to theſe two Miſcereants, and they made them- 
ſelres Maſters of me every Moment. Since my Arrival in theſe 
new Dominions, they have hurried me into all thoſe exceſſive 
Expences which you have partly ſeen, and heard my Subjects ſo 
loudly complain of. They have exhauſted my Kingdom, and 
treined my People of their Wealth; They have prepared every 
thing for bringing upon me greater Misfortunes at Salentum, 
than ] ever met with in Crete; and I ſhould, no doubt, have 
been now pretty near feeling the laſt Effects of their Manage- 
ment, had you not opened my Eyes. Yes, my dear Mentor, 
you have laid before me the Errors of my Conduct, you have 
hewn me the Sufferings of my People; you have let me ſee the 
sto which thoſe Men are perpetually expoſing me; you 
have inſpired me with the Courage which I have hitherto wanted, 
to throw off my Fetters, and free my ſelf out of Slavery. I 
don't know what you have done to me; but fince you have 
begun to take Proteſilaus to Task, and expoſe bis Malverfations 
to the People, you haye made me quite another Man; you have 
made me defirous of what can only make me truly Great or 
Happy, the Love of my Subjects, | | ** 
Mentor continued to ask Idomeneus concerning the Conduct of 
Proreſilaus in this new Scene of Affairs. Nothing, fays the King, 
can be more artful than bis Behaviour ſince your Appearance 
dere. He immediately had Recourſe to every thing that he 
thought might indirectly fill my Head with Jealouſy, and render 
jou ſuſpected. At firſt, he faid nothing againſt you himfelf, but 
ſeveral Men whom he underhand employed, were perpetually 
endeavouring to alarm me with their pretended Apprehenſions. 
One Day, they very ſeriouſly defired me ro be upon my Guard 


azainft you; and not to liſten to the new Regulations you pros: 
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poſed. Your Kingdom, ſaid they, is very unſetled, and diſcon: 
tented; and the leaſt Commotion in the People may overturn 
the State, if you are left alone to oppoſe their Fury. It is true, 
we cannot juſtify the Conduct of Proteſilaus in every reſpect; 
nay, we will allow, that perhaps things had been much better, 
if he had never been employed; but, as the Caſe now ſtands, it 
is dangerous to provoke him. He is immenſely rich; he i 
ſenſible that the beſt Men in the Nation hate him, but Mill he 
has a ſtrong Party amongft the worſt; his Money ſecures him 
a great many Dependants, and will purchaſe him a great many 
more in time of Need; he will look upon his Diſgrace to be but the 
Prelude jo his Execution; and to prevent it, he will leave nothing un- 
attempted, to bring in foreign Powers to dethrone you, when he finds you 
reſolved to aban don him. Theſe are things which ought to employ 
your Conſideration. The Murmurs of the People, without 
other Support, are but mere Sounds; you muſt now deſpiſe 
them, and depend on your Miniſter; you muſt give your Sub- 
jects bearty Cauſe of Complaint, when you ſee them inclin'd 
to be mutinous. In ſuch Caſes there is no Medium to be 
choſen ; either the Prince or the People muſt become abſolute, 
and there is no Man fitter to make you ſo than Proteſilaus. Had 
he no other Motives to engage him to it, his own Preſervation 
will oblige him to do ſo. After this Preface, Prareſilaus ſtrove 
to give me a Proſpe& of the Danger of thoſe Meaſures which 
you put me upon, to reform the Abuſes he had introduced into 
every Article of my Affairs. He took me on the weak Side, 
and attacked me by my own proper Intereſt. F you put the 


People in a plentiful Condition, ſays he, they will not work any longer, 


they will become haugluy, ſiubborn, and intractable; they will always 
be ready to revolt. There is no way ſo effetual to make them humbi 
and ſubmiſſive, as to keep them in Poverty and Miſery, Sometimes 
he erdeavoured to reſume his uſual Authority to draw me into 
his Sentiments, and cover his Inſolence with a Pretence of Zeil 
for my Service. In eaſing the People of their Taxes and Grievance, 
| continues he, you will weaken the Royal Prerogative, and by that 
very means you do an irreparable Damage to the People themſelves. It i 
neceſſary to keep them low ang poor, for thei rown proper Safety and Quiet. 
I anſwer'd to all this, that I was reſolved, for the future, 
to try other Expedients, and ſee if I could Reep my Subjects 
in their Duty, by making my ſelf beloved by them, which | 
thought could never be done by Standing Armies, and diſhonourable 
expenſive foreign Alliances: That the Method I would take to gain 
their Love, ould be, to eaſe them of their Taxes, and redreſs 
their Grievances, which I was ſenſible I might do, without 
abating any thing of my own Authority; that I would encourage 
Induſtry, protect Trade from Encroachers and Interlopers, and 
fhew my ſelf ſenſibly affected by every thing that affected my 
People, How! faid I, cannot a King keep bis Subjects To 
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the Limits of Obedience, without turning Tyrant, and ſtarving 
them to Death! What Inhumanity does not this Maxim con- 


tain! What brutiſh, what barbarous Policy, to treat loyal Sub- 


jects and a free · born People in ſuch a Manner! How many Na- 
tions about us, do we ſee treated with Humanity and Tender- 
neſs by their Princes, and yet continue dutiful Subjects! Muſt 
the Cretans, who formerly enjoyed the greateſt Liberty of any 


People in Europe, be now the only Slaves in it! What cauſes. 


Murmurs, Revolts and Rebellions in a State? It is the Ambiti- 
on, the Inſolence, the Rapaciouſneſs of a Miniſter, and the mer- 
cenary Grandees who proſtitute their Honour, and become the 
Tools of his Deſigns, when the Pritice gives too great a Liber- 
ty to their Rapine and Oppreſſion ; It is the Multitude of upſtart 
Gentry, and new-made Nobility, whoſe Luxury is fed by a Penſion- 
giving Miniſter, out of the Labour and Sweat of the People: It is the 
too great Number of Red-Coats, who, like lazy Drones, invade 
the Hives, and cram themſelves with the Labours of the painful 
Bees : In ſhort, it is the Rage, the Deſpair of an abuſed 


People: It is the Hard-heartedneſs of a Prince in being 


inſenſible of their Sufferings, and deaf to their Cries: It is his 
infatuated Partiality to a Muſhroom of his own raiſing, and his 
Obſtinacy in protecting a plundering Miniſter. Theſe are the 
Cauſes that have often forced the loyaleſt and beſt of Subjects to 
have Recourſe to the laſt and moſt violent of all Means, for 
Relief: Theſe are the Cauſes that have often alter d the Succeſſi- 
on of Princes, that have depoſed and baniſhed old Families, that 
have introduced and eſtabliſhed new ones, and then turn d them 
out alſo; that have made Changes and Revolutions very frequent, 
where they would hardly have ever been heard of, if Princes had 
litened more to the general Senſe of the People, then the wicked 
Opinions and Advices of their Miniſters. Theſe, I ſay, are the 
true and only Sources of Treaſe ns, Rebellions and Regicides, and 
nor that Bread which we let the induſtrious, patient Labourer 


cat, with his Family, in Peace and Quiet, after he has earned it 


with the Sweat of his Brow. | | 
When Proteſilaus ſaw that I was immoveably fixed in theſe 

Maxims, he took a Method with me, quite contrary to his 

former Conduct. He began to follow thoſe Maxims which he 


could not any longer deſtroy; he ſeemed to reliſh them, to be 


convinced of the Truth and Juſtice of them, to be obliged to me 
for having opened his Eyes to ſuch important and neceſſary 
Points of Government: He, even now, out- ſtrips me in every 
thing that I wiſh for the Eaſe and Relief of the Poor; be is the 
firſt to repreſent their Neceſſities to me, and to cry qut againſt 
exceſſive and idle Expences. You alſo know that he praiſes you, 
and allows that you have Talents. As to Timocrates, he is not 
any longer in good Terms with Proteſilaus; he thought to make 
himſelf independant 3 Froteſilaus grew jealous of him, and it i 
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rtly owing to their Difference that I owe the Diſcovery of 
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Mentor, ſmiling, anſwered thus to Idomeneus. How then! you 
have been weak enough to ſuffer yourſelf to be tyrannized over, 
and inſulted ſo many Years, by two Men, whoſe Villainy and 
Treachery you are ſo well acquainted with? Ah! you little know, 
anſwer d Idomenens, what arttul Men can do with an eaſy, flexi. 
ble King, when he has delivered his Affairs into their Hands, 
and made them Maſters of his Inclinations and his Secrets. More. 
over, I bave already told you, that Proteſilaus enters now into al 
your Views for the publick Good. 39/55 
- Mentor then took up the Diſcourſe thus, with a grave and ſo- 
lemn Air. I ſee but too well how much perfidious Men prevail 
over the virtuous and juſt in the Eſteem and Favour of Kings, 
of which you are a moſt terrible and melancholly Example. You 
fay I have opened your Eyes, and piven you a full View of the 
deformed, corrupt Soul of Proteſilaus, and yet they are ſtill ſhut, 
in leaving the Government of your Kingdom in the Hands of 
that Man, whom, you, yourſelf, have pronounced worthy of 
the Gallows, Diſabuſe yourſelf, Tdomenens, and know that wicked 
Mea are not always incapable of doing Good: They do it cher. 
fully as they do Evil, when it ſerves their Ambition: It coſts 
them no Pains to do Evil, becauſe they are not reftrained by any 
one Sentiment of Goodneſs, nor any one Principle of Virtue; 
but they ſometimes do Good, becauſe their Corruption leads 
them to appear virtyous, that they may more effectually deceive 
the reſt of Mankind, Properly ſpeaking, they are not capable 


of Virtue, tho* they ſeem to practiſt it; but they are capable of | 


adding to all the other Vices, the moſt horrible of Vices, that 
of Hypocriſy, How much ſoever you may be diſpoſed to dv 
Good, Proteſilaus is ready to go along with you, to preſerve his 
Authority; but if he finds you ever ſo little inclined to flide back, 
he will forget nothing that may contribute to tumble you head- 
tong again into your former Errors, and thruſt you out of the 
Way of Virtue and Juſtice, that he may give the further Scope 
to his own brutiſh, deceitful Nature. Can you live one Mo- 
ment with Honour and Satisfaction, while ſuch a Man has got 
the entire Poſſeſſion of you, and you know that the faithful 
Philocles lives poor and di ſnonoured in the Iſle of Samos ? You ac- 
knowledge, O Idomeneus, that impudent, deceitful Men, who are 
preſent, always lead weak Princes aftray; but you ought alſo to 
add, that Princes have likewiſe another Misfortune, altogether 
as great, which is, /o eaſily to forget the Virtwe and Services of 4 
. bamiſhed Man, The Multitude of Men, who continually furround 
Princes, 1s the Reaſon why there is not one of that Croud that 
ever makes any great Impreſſion upon them; they are ſtruck 
with nothing but what js preſent, and flatters them, all the reſt 
is quickly worn out. But, of all things, Virtue touches . 
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the leaſt, becauſe Virtue, far from flattering them, contradicts 
and condemns their Weakneſſes; is it then aſtoniſhing, that they 


are not at all amiable in the Eyes of their Subjects, ſince they 
are impatient of Contradiction and good Advice, and love no- 


- thing but their Grandeur and their Pleaſures? 


After Mentor had ſpoken theſe Words, he told Idomeneus that 


he muſt. immediately drive away Proteſilaus and Timocrates, and 


call bome Philocles, The only Difficulty the King found in this 
Advice was, the Fear be ſtood in of the rigid and ſevere Virtue 


of Philocles : I confeſs, ſaid he, that, tho' I love and efteem him, 


cannot but ſtand in ſome little Dread of his Return. I have 
been accuſtomed, even from my Infancy, to Praiſes and Flatte- 
ries, to Complacency and Earneſtneſs in every Countenance, ro 
leaſe and ſerve me; none of which I muſt hope to find in this 
55 When I did any thing which he did not approve of, his 
ſerious and melancholly Air gave me to underſtand how much 
he condemned me. When he uſed to be in private with me, 
bis Maxims and Behaviour were reſpectful and moderate, but dry 
and reſerved. | | | Pol 

Do not you perceive, anſwer'd Mentor, that Princes, ſpoil'd by 
Flattery, find every thing dry aud auſtere that is free and inge- 
nuous 3 they become ſo nice, that every thing that does not 
fatter, wounds and irritates them. But let os go further. I 


ſuppoſe that Philocles is really dry and auſtere; is not his Auſte- 


tity much better than the deſtructive Flattery of your Miniſter 
and his Junto of Counſellors ? Where will you find a Man with- 
out Faults ? And that of telling you the Truth, without Fear or 
Diſguiſe, is it not what you ought to dread and apprehend the 
aft? What do I fay? Is it not a Fault very neceſſary at preſent 
to correct yours, and to overcome that Averſion to Virtue, in- 
to which Flattery has hurried you? You muſt have a Man that 
loves nothing but Truth and you, and even loves you better than 
you know how to love yourſelf; a Man that will tell you- the 
Truth in Spite of you, that will force all your Reſentments 
wainſt it; and this neceſſary Man is Philocles. Remember that 
a Prince is but too happy, when his Reign produces a Man of 
ſuch Generoſity ;- ſuch a Man is the greateſt Treaſure of his 


Kingdom; and the greateſt Puniſhment he has to fear from tbe 


Gods, is the Loſs of him, if he renders himſelf unworthy of 
lo great a Bleſſing, for want of knowing how to make uſe of 
it, As to the Faults of good Men, you muſt have Judgment 
bow to know them; but you muſt not upon that Account de- 
cine making uſe of ſuch Men. Reform them, and never deli- 


rr yourſelf blindly up to the indiſcreet Part of their Zeal: Ne- 


yertheleſs encourage them, hear them favourably, honour what 
8 virtuous in them, and ſhew in publick, that you know how 
to diſtinguiſh it. Above all things, take Care not to imitate. 


toe Princes, who content themſelves in deſpifing corrupt. 


wicked 
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wicked Men, and yet at the ſame time employ them with Cor. 


| fidence, and heap Favours upon them; who alſo pique them. 


ſelves in diſtinguiſhing good Men, and nevertheleſs only give 
them vain empty Praiſes; they neither dare truſt them with 
Employments, nor enter into a familiar Acquaintance and Com- 
merce with them, nor even beſtow any Benefits upon them. 

+ Then Idomeneus confeſs'd, that he was aſham'd to have been 


ſo dilatory in delivering oppreſs'd Innocence, and puniſhing thoſe 
who had ſo vilely deceived him, and abuſed the Confidence he 


re poſed in them. He immediately gave private Orders to Hege- 


fſbpus, who was one of the principal Officers of his Houſhold, 


to ſeize Proteſilaus and Iimocrates, and tranſport them to the Iſland 
of Samos, to leave them there, and bring back Philocles from that 


Place of Baniſpment. Hegeſippus, ſurprized at theſe Orders, 


could not forbear weeping with Joy. It is now, Sire, ſays he 
to the King, that you are going to charm your Subjects, and 
give them ſome Satisfaction for all the Injuries they have re- 
ceived, and the Oppreſſions they have ſuffered fo many Years paſt, 
It is now, indeed, that you are going to fill every honeſt Breaſt 


in your Kingdom with Gladneſs, to re-eſtabliſh yourſelf in the 


Opinion of good Men, and recover that Affection of your Peo- 
ple, which Proteſilaus and Timocrates have robbed you of ſo long. 
Theſe two Men have been the Cauſe of all your Misfortunes, 
and of all thoſe that have fallen upon your Kingdom. They 
have made all the good Men of your Dominions groan for al. 
moſt theſe ten Years paſt ; and ſo great has been their Tyranny, 


that Men durſt hardly even groan in publick. They oppreſſed | 
and ruined every one who attempted to have any Recourſe to | 


your Majeſty, but by their Canal. Then Hegeſippus diſcovered 
ro the King an almoſt infinite Number of perfidious Correſpond- 
encie*s, and inhuman Actions, committed by thoſe two Mon- 
ſters in Mank ind, of which the King had never heard a Syllable, 
becauſe no body durſt accuſe them; he even related to him, what 
he had lately diſcovered of a Deſign to murder Mentor, The 


King heard a Relation of theſe things with Horror and Aſto- 


niſhment. | 


Hegeſippus made Haſte to ſeize Proteſilaus in his Palace: It was 
not, indeed, quite ſo large as the King's, but much more con- 


venient and magnificent. The Architecture was of a better Guſto, 
for Proteſilaus had laviſh'd away immenſe Sums upon this Build- 
ing, and adorned it with an Expence drawn from the Sweat and 
Blood of his oppreſſed, miſerable Fellow- Subjects. This haughty 
Miniſter was, at that Time, in a Marble Salon, near his Baths, 
lolling careleſſly upon a purple Couch embroider'd with Gold: 
He appear'd quite tired and fatigued with Buſineſs; his Counte- 
nance ſeemed to be extreamly agitated and diſorder'd, a fierce 


gloomy Wildneſs appeared in his Eyes and Eye-brows, The 


greateſt Lords in the Kingdom were waiting round him, on rich 
| e Carpets 
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Carpetsof State, and forming their Countenances after his, which 
they watched even to the leaſt Glance of his Eye. He could 
hardly open his Mouth before every Body began to cry out with 
Admiration of what he was going to ſay. One of the princip 


Men, in that Crowd of Penſioners, related to him the. great 


Obligations the King had to ſo conſummate a Miniſter for the 
wonderful and incredible Services he bad rendered him; he even 
puſh'd his Flattery and Diſloyalty ſo far, as to tell the Company, 


that Idomeneus was indebted to Proteſilaus for the very Crown he 
wore. Every one pays him Adoration, and offers Incenſe in his 


Turn. At laſt a Swarm of Authors appear, with their fulſom 
Panegyricks and Dedications: One Block head thanks him for 
the Bleſſings he enjoys, in common with the reſt of his Fellowe 


Subjects, by his wiſe and juſt Adminiſtration of the public 


Affairs: A ſecond tells bim, that all Europe looks upon bim as the 


Model of Wit ane Probity, the Father of the People, the Glory 


of his Country, the very Touch- Stone of Policy; whereas all 
Europe, at the ſame time, knows him to be a loquacious, empty, 
impudent Fellow, the mercenary Tool of Foreigners, the De- 
firoyer of the Poor, the Diſgrace of Salentum, the Ignis fatuns of 
Idomeneus, and the greateſt Blunderer in Politicks that ever pre- 
ſumed to fir at the Helm of publick Affairs. A third draws 
him with a Horn of Plenty, profuſely diſtributing among his 
fellow · Subjects, all the Gifts of Ceres, Vertumnus, Pomona, and 
Bacchus, but takes no Notice of the Diſtreſs the Salentines were 
in a Year or two before, thro? the Scarcity of Corn; he ſays 
nothing of the great Number of Poor, that dy d the laſt 


hard Winter, for want of Bread and Firing; nor tells bow man y 


were forced to turn Thieves, in that publick Calamity, roving 
about the Streets every Night, knocking down People, and 
robbing them of their Money, to buy Bread with. Theſe 
Things he peſſes over, and gives Proteſilaus the Horn, becauſe he 
thinks he has a Right to it, Proteſilaus heard all theſe Praiſes 


with a dry, diſdainful, regardleſs Air, as a Man who knew very 


well that he deſerved much more, and did them a great deal of 
Honour in permitting them to praiſe him. There was a Cour- 


tier who- took the Liberty ro whiſper him ſomething concern- 


ing the Regulations which Mentor endeavoured to eſtabliſn: 
Proteſilans ſmil'd, and then all the Aſſembly broke into a loud 
Laugh, tho' very few of them knew one Word of what had 
been ſaid: But Proteſilaus, immediately reſuming a ſevere, haughty 
Air, every one began to ſecure himſelf again under the former 
ſubmiſſive, ſilent Looks. Several Lords, who made a great 
Figure and Bluſter among the People, were there as humble and 
cringing as Spaniels under the Whip; they {watched the happy 
Moment in which Proteſilaus might vouchſafe to turn his Eyes 
towards them, and receive their Petitions; they appeared mute 


and 
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fawning Poſtures ſpoke for them; they were as ſubmiſſive as a Mo. 
ther at the Foot of the Altars, when ſhe begs of the Gods to cure her 
only Son: All ſeem contented, pleaſed, devoted to, and full of Admi. 
ration of Proteſilaus, tho' they carried an implacable and mortal 
Hatred to-him in their Hearts, : | X | 
Hiegeſippus enters in that very Moment, he ſeizes his Sword, and 
tells him, that he muſt convey him immediately to Samos. At theſe 
Words, all the Arrogance of Protefilaus falls, like a Rock that tumbles 
off from the Summit of a ſteep Mountain, by the Violence of an 
Earthquake. Behold him now throwing himſelfat the Feet of Heye. 
ſippus; he trembles, he weeps, he beſitates, he ſtammers, he opens his 
wide, vociferous Jaws, but cannot utter a Word. He now embraces 
the Knees ofa Man whom, one Moment before, he would not have 
vouchſafed the Honour of a Glance of his Eye. All thoſe who had but 
Juſt been adoring htm, ſeeing him loſt, beyond Redemption, now 
change their Flatteries into pitileſs Injuries. Hegeſipus would not 
even allow him Time to bid his Family farewel, nor to take certain 
private Writings which he begg'd for. His Palaces, his pompous Furni- 
ture and Equipages, his Plate, his Fewel:, his immenſe Hoards of Treaſure, 
his Lands, all were ſeix ed, and juſtly applied to the Diſcharge of the Debts he 
had brought upon the Nation, Timecrates was allo arreſted at the ſame 
time, at which he was exceedingly ſurprized. Being embroiled, and 
in ill Terms with Proteſelaus, he thought he could not be involved in 
his Ruin; but nevertheleſs they are both carried in the ſame Veſſel 
to Samos. Hegefippus left theſe two Wretches there, and, to compleat 
their Wretchedneſs, he leaves them together. They reproach one ano- 
ther furioufly with the Crimes they had committed, which were the 
Cauſe of their Fall. They have no farther Hopes of ſeeing Salentum 
again, condemn'd to live for ever ſeparated from their Wives, theit 
Children and their Country. and to experience in themſelves the Weight 
of thoſe Evils which they had formerly brought upon others. They were 
carried into an unknown Land, where they, who had lived ſo 
many Years in Wantonneſs, Pomp, Luxury, and Power at Home, 
muſt now expect no other Subſiſtence but what they can earn 
by hard Labour. In this Condition, like two furious wild Beafts 
they are always ready to tear each other in Pieces; ; 
In the mean time, Hegeſippus, favour'd by Neptune, arrives with 
Philocles at Salentum; the King is informed that the Ship is come into 
the Harbour; he runs to the Port with Mentor, to meet Philecles; 
he falls upon his Neck, he embraces him, he ſnhevvs a ſenſible Con- 
cern and R-gret for having perſecuted him with ſo much Injuſtice. 
This Behaviour, far from appearing a Weaknefs in the King, was 
look*d upon by all the Salentines as the Effort of a great Soul, which 
riſes above its Faults, by courageouſly endeavouring to repair them, 
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